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highest fields in politics, where he has borne a
very prominent national part, as well as a lead-
ing part in local, or Iowa, affairs. General
Weaver had by nature many of the elements of
actual greatness, and these natural qualities he
improved by application and experience. It
may be said that he achieved eminence in all. the
larger fields except that of commercial success
and money-making. His failure in that is to be
credited to his generous nature and his lifelong
desire to help others rather than himself.
Indeed, the finest thing to me in his whole
career of many achievements is that he has
always been the willing and valorous and effec-
tual friend of the weak, the oppressed and the
needy. Great as he could have been by apply-
ing himself as a lawyer, he could have achieved
great fortune and made money in many other
ways. It is to his credit that he preferred to be
useful to his fellow men rather than to achieve
money and fortune for himself."

An interesting combination of circumstances
made it possible for three Eepublican Gov-
ernors of the State to write letters of approval
of the plan for the presentation of General
Weaver's portrait, each writing while actually
in office, and all within about three months of
each other: Governor A. B. Cummins wrote
October 3,1908 j Governor Warren Garst wrote
December 9, 1908; and Governor B. F. Carroll